St Matthew Passion arrangements

27 March 2010 
5.30 – 10.00pm
Chingford Parish Church, E4
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On the day

Jonathan will rehearse solos and orchestra separately in the morning.
Choir:
1.10 pm 
Arrive at church for seating and processing on/off stage

1.30 - 4.30   
Choir rehearsal

5.15 pm 
Assemble in church hall in correct positions for going on stage.

5.30 pm 
Start of 1st half of concert.

7.00 to 8.30pm 

INTERVAL 

8.15 pm 
Assemble in church hall as before.

8.30 pm 
Start of 2nd half of concert

10.00 pm 
At end of concert each choir member to return their chair as 



directed.


Staging team and all helpers, break up staging.

Numbers 

We will have a strict seating plan and therefore need to know now who is doing the concert. As soon as you know whether or not you will be singing in the concert please let your part rep know. Part rep contact details are on the rehearsal schedules available every Monday. These are also available on the web site (www.londonforestchoir.org - the password for the Members’ Area is “forest”).
And please also let your part rep know when you cannot attend rehearsals.

Staging
As above, the staging we order and pay for is dependent on knowing exact number of singers.

We need a team of at least 10 volunteers for both setting and breaking up. 

Setting up
We have a very tight window on Friday 26 March, the night before the concert, from 9.30 pm, finish by midnight.  Drinks will be provided.
Taking down
Immediately after the concert c.10.00. 
Each singer to return their seat as directed and all encouraged to help take down staging.
Seating plan

Each person will be allocated a numbered seat. 
The seating plan will be used for the two rehearsals before the concert. Jonathan will decide seats on the basis of where he wants the parts to be, constraints of the layout, people’s height. There will be an opportunity to resolve difficulties (like not being able to see) before the rehearsal starts.

The staging will allow for the 2 choirs to be separated by a central gangway. This will also be the means by which we get onto the stage. 

Dress 
Men - black suit, white shirt, black bow tie, black socks, black shoes.

Women - LONG black skirt or trousers and black top or LONG black dress. LONG as in ankle length. Long or ¾ length sleeves. Black socks, tights, shoes. No low cut tops. NO EXCEPTIONS. This is a unique performance for us and we aim to present a professional appearance to match the occasion. 

Where to change and toilets
There is a church hall attached to the church. Entrance is via the vestry past the organ. There are toilets off the hall and we can use the hall to change and leave belongings. The hall will be locked during the performance. 

Choir Folders

Will be used. Steve can supply these.

Interval arrangements 
People are welcome to stay in church hall during the interval (1.5 hrs) or to make own arrangements locally. We are hoping to negotiate arrangements with the nearby Kings Head and possibly the Royal Oak (both on Kings Head Hill). If so we will be asking for numbers in advance.

Assemble back at church hall at 8.15 for return to stage.

Programmes 
Emily Morrell will as ever do us proud with the programmes. This will be a 60th anniversary special which will include a history of the choir.  If anyone would like to write some reminiscences of their time in the choir (not too long please!) for inclusion in the programme, please contact Emily direct at choir or by email emily.morrell@sas.ac.uk . (Emily would prefer email contact but if you don’t have access then you can phone her on 07830 147511.)  We would also welcome adverts from local businesses/ organisations. 

Rehearsal refreshments

Our refreshments team will provide tea, coffee, squash and biscuits during the afternoon rehearsal for usual rehearsal cost.

We will also provide refreshments for soloists and orchestra at lunchtime.
Directions and car parking

Chingford Parish Church, The Green, Chingford E4
http://oclassical.com/venues/map/6805/617 
The church is at the junction of Station Road and Kings Road in North Chingford.  Parking in Station Road and Queens Walk is by voucher and limited to 2 hours during shopping hours.  There is a car park in Station Road, almost opposite the church; there are usually free spaces, but it costs £5 for stays in excess of 2 hours.
Parking in the surrounding streets is unrestricted but very popular, particularly on Saturdays.  This includes Carbis Close, which can only accommodate a few cars.  Please allow plenty of time to find a parking space if coming to the rehearsal by car.
Rail: Chingford Station 5 minutes walk (trains from Liverpool Street). 
Buses from Walthamstow and surrounding areas stop outside the Church.

Concert tickets

Tickets will be available from Jean Clarke, London Forest Choir Ticket Secretary, at Monday night rehearsals or tel: 020 8531 4837.  We also hope to arrange online ticketing via the choir website in the near future.  
To improve speed of admission on the night, please ensure tickets are paid for in advance.
Contact numbers on the day
Concert manager, Pip Kings, can be contacted on the day on 07786 736150
