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From the Chair 
Following our triumphant performance of the St Matthew Passion, we have a busy programme ahead to complete our 60th anniversary season.

First, we’re appearing twice on the South Bank. On Sunday 2 May, we’re performing a selection from our repertoire in the foyer of the Royal Festival Hall at 4.15 pm (please arrive by 3.30 pm). And on Sunday 9 May, we’re forming part of a choir of around 500 voices in a performance of Mahler’s Second Symphony in the Royal Festival Hall itself. Details of the arrangements for the Mahler have already been circulated; it’s not too late to sign up for this if you haven’t already done so.

From 29 May to 5 June, we’ll be away on our tour to Languedoc.

Our main summer concert is on Saturday 3 July at St Paul’s Church, Covent Garden, when we’re privileged to be performing again with the Fitzwilliam String Quartet, one of the UK’s leading quartets. The programme for that concert includes Handel’s Zadok the Priest; two verse anthems by Purcell; two early pieces by Mozart; Franck’s Panis angelicus; the two partsongs op.68 by Saint-Saëns; and anthems by Wesley, Parry, Wood and Stanford. We’ll be previewing some of these pieces on 2 May.

A week later, on Saturday 10 July, we have an extra concert. We’re hosting a return visit by the Paulus Jongerenkoor, the Dutch youth choir who were such welcoming hosts when we visited Utrecht in 2008. We’ll be sharing a concert with them at St Mary’s Church in South Woodford; each choir will sing for half the concert before we come together to sing a joint piece at the end.

So we have a busy and interesting programme ahead of us for the rest of the season.  As usual, we will be rehearsing regularly on Monday evenings at the Cornerstone (except on 31 May when we’ll be on tour), and there will be extra Thursday rehearsals at St Peter’s in the Forest on 29 April and 1 July.

The new rehearsal schedule and refreshments rota will be published shortly on the choir website.

On Monday 10 May, during the interval in our regular rehearsal, we will be holding our annual plant sale. If anyone has any plants, cuttings, etc, which they would like to offer for sale in aid of choir funds, please bring them in on that Monday.

Work is proceeding on the planning of a social event to mark the end of the season on Saturday 17 July.
Details of these and other choir events are regularly updated on the “Dates for your diary” page on the website.
The new choir CD is nearly ready and will be available very soon (price £5).
Mike 
 
Library news: What's the score?
At our first rehearsal on 12 April, please:
-          return your Bach St Matthew Passion score if you haven't already done so; our hire period for this music is nearly over - and replacement copies cost £20;
-          return borrowed music folders, or alternatively purchase for £6.50;
-          bring your set of "season's repertoire", since we shall be using some of this music in our concerts this term; I realise some of you may not have a clue what I am talking about, but worry not - the library team will equip you with the relevant music;
-          have your own copy of the Mahler 2 from either the pdf that Mike circulated or download from http://www2.cpdl.org/wiki/images/sheet/mahler2v.pdf, but if either of these is genuinely difficult for you, I can procure a small number of paper copies (email slowe@mvaconsultancy.com);
-          recognise that - with the number and variety of performances coming up - the library team will be under pressure to supply and recover music, and will appreciate your continuing cooperation and understanding.
Here's to another exciting and enjoyable term of music-making together!
Steve
 
Tour news
A reminder that there will be tour rehearsals on Thursdays 13 May, 20 May and 27 May, at 7.30pm at St Peter’s in the Forest, Woodford New Road. Those going on tour should ensure they have travel insurance in place. Thanks.
Kairen
 
Other choir news
Many congratulations to Jonathan and Helen who are celebrating their silver wedding anniversary on 13th April.
Judith Woolnough (soprano)'s godson Alex Bedwell is running the London Marathon in aid of St Joseph's Hospice, which the choir has supported in the past, and Alex would be very grateful for sponsorship – please visit www.justgiving.com/alex-bedwell
 
Further singing opportunities
Chapel End Savoy Players are a local amateur operatic and dramatic society. They are performing Gilbert and Sullivan's wonderful opera "Iolanthe" in the Deaton Theatre, Forest School, Snaresbrook in May this year . See this link for more info :- http://www.cesp.org.uk/shows.html
They are always on the lookout for new singing members, and presently are especially low on numbers for the male chorus. They would welcome approaches from anyone who can sing and would like to join them.
In the first instance, they should contact the chairman, Jackie Mitchell (who sang the St Matthew Passion with us), on 07852 928287.
 
CoMA Voices is looking for singers for a performance at Kings Place, near King's Cross, London. They will be joining CoMA London Ensemble on a concert of Irish and American pieces commissioned by CoMA (Contemporary Music-making for Amateurs). They will be singing Stephen Montague's Chorale for the Cauldrons of Hell, written in 2005 from his experience of visiting the Auschwitz/Birkenau concentration camps in the seventies. It is a powerful and emotional piece. There will be three rehearsals: Saturday 17 April 14:00 to 17:00 and Tuesday 20 April 20:00 to 21:30 at St Leonard's Church, Shoreditch and at 17:00 on Thursday 22 April before the concert at 19:45.
 
There will be no cost to participate in this event, though singers will be expected to be members of CoMA (£20 per year, £10 concessions).
 
To book a place, please contact Mick Kahn, co-ordinator of CoMA Voices at coma-voices@downham.org.uk or 020 7249 5139.
 
Forthcoming concerts
Members may be interested in a concert to be given by the Choir of Clare College, Cambridge, on Saturday 12 June at 7.30 pm at Kings Place. They're singing a number of pieces with which we are familiar - Fauré's Cantique de Jean Racine, Franck's Panis angelicus, the two Saint-Saëns partsongs and the Trois Chansons by Debussy. Ticket prices range from £9.50 to £26.50 if booked online (www.kingsplace.co.uk); £2 more than this if booked by other methods.
David Brain is giving a piano recital on Saturday 8 May at 7.30pm at the John Savage Centre, Fencepiece Road, Hainault, Ilford, Essex IG6 2NB. The programme includes Beethoven’s Sonata in C minor, Op.13 (Pathetique); Stockhausen‘s Klavierstuck VII and Delius’s Brigg Fair (concert transcription by D. Brain). Admission is £10 with concessions at £7.
 
 
This is the first issue of the Choir’s email newsletter. It is envisaged that it will be sent via email to all members on approximately a monthly basis. If you have any news of anything you would like to share with the choir, such as news of forthcoming concerts, spare tickets, charitable appeals, special birthdays or almost anything else, please send it to Emily Morrell (emslondon@googlemail.com) by the first of the month. So for the next issue, please send any news by 1 May.
Choir website: www.londonforestchoir.org
If you do not know the password for the members’ area, please ask any member of the committee. 
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